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December 21, 1970 


The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Attorney Gencral 
The Director, U.S. Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency : 
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Stazf 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
-The Administrator, National Acronautics 
and Space Administration > > 


eh MEMORANDUM FOR: 


le 


SUBJECT: .. Disclosures of Classified Information - 
~ and Coordination and Clears ae 


ae oe once (ed de, 
_ Official Statements 
: 
id 


Lam becoming increasingly concerned about the disclosure in 

public media of classified information pearing upon iroportant 

aspects of national security, particularly that which tends to 

jeopardize intelligence sources and methods. Such disclosurcs 
‘cna present a serious threat to our national interests andi am eee 
‘2... @etermined that the practice of releasing such information without 
po.) l. | proper authorization will be brought to an end. . 


‘ae Executive Order 10501, of Decernber 15, 1953, as amended, 

Bea IY established regulations and procedures for safeguarding clas sified 
Sos." -angormation, while especiail sensitive data a 
’ special systems of clearances. 


protected by — ae 


I direct that immediate steps be taken within the jurisdiction ot 
each addressee to ensure that existing regulations and procedures 
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lesigned to safeguard oe ee information be reviewed an d strengths 
ened where ROCEESALY. These regulations and procedures should | 
"assure that only those indi vicuate with a demonstrated "nced-to-know! | : 
eceive classified information and that all re ecipients are cons tantly 
aware of the necessity to protect it from public disclosure. Lhey 
should provide for an adequate soc curity review of all statements and — 
documents made public on subjects Ww 
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important security connota. 
3 to take firm disciplina 
uris Te found responsible 
ng of classified. information, 
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The Director of Central Intel ligence has the sta tutory responsibility 

fox the protection of intellivyence sources and methods, Accordingly, 

£ shall look to him to provide guidance in this field, especially through 

the machinery of the intelligence cormraunity, I shall expect him to : 
. keep me informed of developments and I wish department and agency” 

heads to cooperate fully with him. ; - a 


> 


I also reaffirm the following instructions which I issued on September 1, 
1970 concerning coordination and cicarance of public stateracnts and 
press releases and the necessity for White House clearance of all. oS 


official communications having policy implications; 


; Prior to release, + ‘ 
all public communications on matters of known or 

potential peas interest must be care efully cleared 

by the White House (Assistant to the President for National =» —,, 
Security) for consistency with Presidential policy and for _ 
coordination with the departments and agencies who share 

if a eee overlapping interests and res sponsibdilities. Should there 

4 be any uncertainty as to Presidential or interdepartmental 

Ge SG interest, it will be resolved in favor.of clearance,! -. % 
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Se OFF cial communications: All official communications with 


policy implications must be cleared by the White House. 


de 

& 
When in doubt, the rule is that messages will be so cleared, 
This procedure re equires close and confidential staff rela~ 


i tionships at all levels between the White House and your 
aca ; department as well as among departments." 
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